
Upcoming 

Events 

 
 
 
 

Every Tuesday  
Parent Coffee/Tea chat 

8:30am Jubilee Hall 
 
 
 

Tuesday 24 September 
Catholic Schools  
Music Festival, 

Festival Theatre 
 
 
 

Friday 27 September 
School Finishes 

@ 3:00pm 
School holidays begin 

 
 
 

Monday 14 October 
Term 4 commences 

@ 8:50am 
 
 
 
 
 

St Thomas More School 

Newsletter 
Term 3 Week 9 Thursday 19 September Website: www.sttmore.catholic.edu.au    Email: info@sttmore.catholic.edu.au 

St Thomas More School recognises and acknowledges that we are living on traditional Aboriginal lands and 
we offer our respect and appreciation to all Aboriginal people.  

St Thomas More School 

 

Principal 

Mr Chris Platten 

Acting Deputy Principal 

Mrs Sonia Kilmister 

Acting APRIM 

Ms Leah Williams 

 

Telephone:   8255 1699 

OSHC:           0409551699 

             

 

2 Mannella/D’occhio 

This term 2MD has been involved in the 

STEM Nature Play Space Project and our 

students worked very hard and 

enthusiastically! 

 
We covered the following steps: 
• Research an image and print. 

• Draw and label plan. 

• Work with 5/6CB buddies to represent the 

plan digitally and print.  Arrange 

resources onto poster board and attach. 

• Use attachments techniques to construct 

the Nature Place Space. Present plan 

and construction to the class. 

• Complete reflection sheet. 
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June 2018 

November 2018 

October 2018 

September 2018 

November 2018 

Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students and friends of St Thomas More, 
 
Term 3 has certainly been busy. Students have been presented with a variety of opportunities to participate in – 
with great enthusiasm and dedication. Congratulations to all involved – (staff included) – on their achievements 
both within our school learning environment and other co-curricular activities, including,  Catholic Schools 
Music Festival, Walk a Mile, School Disco, Sports Carnivals, Book Week and students involved in the 
Sacramental Program. 

Congratulations and thank you to Mrs Megan Pollard and the choir on your preparations, dedication and 
commitment to the Catholic Schools Music Festival. Our school choir will be part of the mass primary schools 
choir that will perform at the Adelaide Festival Theatre on Tuesday 24 September. They have been practicing 
under the guidance of Mrs Pollard. I look forward to the performance. 

I write to inform you Miss Ashlee Stanley will be taking Long Service Leave in Term 3, from 23 September to 27 
September and the first week of Term 4 (14- 18 October), returning to St Thomas More on Monday 21 October. 
Ms Marie D’occhio will replace Ashlee while she is on leave and Mrs Anne Mannella will be working full-time in 
the Year 2 classroom.  Mrs Megan Pollard will also be taking Long Service Leave for the first week of Term 4. 
We wish Ashlee and Megan a safe and enjoyable break with family and friends and look forward to their return. 

Staff have begun to plan for next year and will soon begin to consider class allocation for students. Often at this 
time of the year parents become anxious about their child’s placement for the ensuing year. Often this is 
because parents have varied perceptions, some positive, some not so, about particular teachers. We all need to 
remember that, because God has made every one of us individual, unique and special, during the course of 
each child’s life at school there will be some teachers they gel brilliantly with and other teachers with whom 
they feel less at ease. Our experience suggests that children do adjust to their new teacher and settle into a 
productive year in that class. Our views on class placement are relatively simple and are premised on the 
following principles: 
 
The child’s needs come first.  
 
These needs include:  
 Social - maximising each child’s potential to be happy and have positive self-esteem is essential. 

Consequently there may be reasons for ensuring that certain children are, or are not, placed in the same 
class. 

 Educational - different children and teachers have different learning and teaching styles. 
 Other considerations might include whether children have previously had certain teachers, the mix of 

learning needs in a class, etc. The ultimate responsibility for assigning class placement rests with the 
school. 

 
The staff spends much time considering the social, peer group and learning needs of the children and, within 
the practical constraints of numbers of children, numbers of teachers, etc, allocate children to classes. 
Parents are welcome to write to me regarding particular learning needs or particular social and peer group 
needs they may have. I am not prepared to consider requests for or against individual teachers. All 
correspondence regarding information for 2020 class placements should be addressed to me and be received 
by Friday 27 September, 2019. 

  Catholic Schools Music Festival 

  2020 Class Placement 

  Staffing News 
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Principal’s Report 

As children’s first and most important teachers, families have a major role to play in motivating children to 
read during the holiday period. There are many ways that families can use to encourage holiday reading. 

Combine activities with books  

Holidays leave lots of time for children to enjoy fun activities, such as going to the beach or seeing a movie. 
Why not also encourage them to read a book about an activity? If you’re going to a sports game, suggest that 
your child read a book or article about a favourite player or about the game beforehand. In the car, you’ll 
have lots of time to talk about the book and the game. 

Lead by example 

Read the newspaper at breakfast, pick up a magazine at the doctors and pack a paperback book into your 
beach bag. If children see the adults around them reading, they understand that books and other reading 
material are a fun and important part of their holidays. 

Talk it Up 

Talking with your children about what you have read also lets them know that reading is an important part of 
your life. Tell them why you liked a book, what you learned from it, or how it helped you. Soon they might 
start doing the same. 

Help children find time to read 

By the end of a long day, children may be too tired to pick up a book. Make some time for reading, such as 
before bedtime or after breakfast. 

Relax the rules for holidays 

During the school year, children have busy schedules and often have required reading for classes. Holidays are 
a time when children can read what, when and how they please. Don’t set daily time requirements or decide 
the number of pages they have to read. Instead, make sure they pick up books for fun and help find ways for 
them to choose to read on their own. 

Have plenty of reading material around  

Storybooks aren’t the only thing that children can read for fun. Newspapers, magazines and information 
material can spark the interest of a young (and old) reader. Encourage them to read about an interest or to 
extend their knowledge. 

Use books to break the boredom 

Without the regular school regimen, adults and children need more activities to fill the hours. Books that 
teach children how to make or do something are a great way to get children reading and keep them occupied. 

Read aloud with children 

Take your children to see a local storyteller (local library) – or be one yourself. The holidays leave extra time 
for enthusiastic read-alouds with children, no matter their age. Find your inner actor and improvise different 
voices or wear a silly hat to make the story that 
much more interesting! Starting an engrossing 
book at the start of the holidays can become a 
highly anticipated part of the day for all the 
family. 

(Acknowledgement: Reading is Fundamental) 

  How to stop literacy loss over the holidays 



SCHOOL HATS – Advanced Notice 

 

From Term 4 (October 14) hats will again become compulsory 
for all playtimes and learning activities outdoors. It is 
compulsory for all children and staff to wear hats when 
outdoors. No Hat - No Play will apply to all children not 
wearing a hat for playtimes and they will also have to “sit out‟ 
outside activity lessons.  

At times, school uniform items are not worn correctly, especially in regards to items such as shoes. If students 
are not wearing the correct uniform, a uniform note is sent home from the class teacher identifying the 
uniform area to be addressed. All St Thomas More students are required and expected to wear the correct 
uniform.  
 
With only 1 week remaining until the end of Term 3 and the winter uniform, please make arrangements to 

ensure your child is prepared to wear correct summer uniform in Term 4, 2019. 
 
A list of St Thomas More School’s uniform requirements are available from the Front Office if you have any 
concerns. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Term 3 Finishes on Friday 27 September at 3:00pm 
Term 4 commences on Monday 14 October at 8:50am 
 
On behalf of the Staff, we hope you all have a peaceful and safe holiday with family and friends. 
 
Working in Partnership, 
 
Chris Platten 
Principal 
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  School Uniform 

T-Shirt 

$40.00 

Shorts 

$25.00 

Hat 

$12.00 

  School Term Arrangements 
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Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 

Last Friday 13 September, St Thomas More School held two discos, one for the R-2s and one for the 3-6 
students. The students had a wonderful time dancing to the music provided by Footsteps Dance Company. 

 
 
 
 
 

There are two Centacare courses coming up soon. They are outlined below and are really excellent courses, 
which are run over a series of weeks. Both courses are based at Centacare: Level 2, 45 Wakefield Street in the 
city and are strictly by booking only. These courses are free and you can register your interest by phone: 8215 
6700 or email: registrations@centacare.org.au 
 

‘Who’s in Charge?’ A free 6-week course for parents whose children are abusive towards them. This 
course is based on the work of Eddie Gallagher. The dates and times are detailed below: 

Tuesday 22 October, 2019: 12:30 – 3:30pm 
Tuesday 29 October, 2019: 12:30 – 3:30pm 
Tuesday 5 November, 2019: 12:30 – 3:30pm 
Tuesday 12 November, 2019: 12:30 – 3:30pm 
Tuesday 19 November, 2019: 12:30 – 3:30pm 
Tuesday 26 November, 2019: 12:30 – 3:30pm 

 
‘Circle of Security Parenting’ A free 8-week course for families experiencing separation. The dates and 

times are detailed below: 
Tuesday 14 January, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 
Tuesday 21 January, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 
Tuesday 28 January, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 
Tuesday 4 February, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 
Tuesday 11 February, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 
Tuesday 18 February, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 
Tuesday 25 February, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 
Tuesday 3 March, 2020: 10:00 – 11:30am 

Wishing all families some quality time together over the upcoming holidays. Stay safe and see you ready for 
Term 4! 
 
  
Working in Partnership, 
 
Sonia Kilmister 
Acting Deputy Principal  

Deputy’s Report 

  Disco 

   Holidays 

  Confirmation: Celebrated by Father Philip Marshall 

  Helpful Parenting Courses 

Congratulations to William and Owen Duke who just last 
Wednesday celebrated their Confirmation at St Ann’s Church. 
We wish them all the very best on their ongoing journeys in 
their Catholic life. 

mailto:registrations@centacare.org.au
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We congratulate both William and Owen, their family and sponsors and all those 

involved in the organisation of the evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to staff, students and their families for yet another great Walk a Mile in my 

Boots, fundraising for the Hutt Street Centre. It was a fun and worthwhile walk.  

Also a thank you the 5/6CB and Year 3/4G for running the Liturgy as part of our Walk 

a Mile in our Boots at St Thomas More. It was a peaceful way to end the term and 

recognise all the ways we have provided service this year so far.  

On Friday evening, we had our very successful disco. The dance offs were the 

highlight of the evening with many students coming out as winners but also just 

enjoying the songs of today and a few from the “olden days”.  

Working in Partnership, 

Leah Williams 

Acting APRIM 

  Disco 

  Confirmation 

  Walk a Mile in My Boots 

Last Wednesday 11 September 2019, we came together as a Church community to 

celebrate the Confirmation of Owen and William Duke. Owen and William were 

presented to Father Phillip Marshall with their sponsors with 31 other students from 

the Elizabeth Catholic Parish.  

The ceremony was attended by Father Pat (on crutches!!) and Father Phillip Marshall. 

As part of his Homily, Father Phillip made connection between the birth of our 

children, the love of God and the love of our family. As children of God, we are 

welcomed into our unique family and also into our large Catholic community because 

GOD CHOSE US.   

God also chose us to remember the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. We work towards and 

accept these gifts as part of our life as a member of the Catholic community.  



 Sport’s Report 
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Catholic Schools Touch Carnival 

Last Thursday St Thomas More participated in the Catholic Schools Touch Carnival. We entered 
4 teams involving 32 students from years 3-6. The carnival gave students a great opportunity to 
showcase their skills and knowledge taught in Physical Education lessons. 

 

All teams started hesitantly slowly developing confidence with each game, sharing the ball 
around and making many great defensive touches. The highlight of the day was observing the 
students developing team work in defence to save many tries and display slick running in attack 
to score spectacular tries. As the day went on all teams developed strategies to out-think the 
opposition achieving many successful results.   

 

Thank you to Miss Jefferys, Miss Boraso, Ms Swann and  

Miss Cooper for their help and support throughout the day.  

 

 

 

Top Effort Everyone! 

 

PE Co-ordinator 

Fabian Chevalier  



 Drama 

Concert Requests 

Hi Everyone, 

This year’s concert will be held on Tuesday November 12 at St Brigid’s 

Catholic School, Evanston. I’ve compiled a list of items that we need to 

either make or use for props. If you have any of the following at home 

and are happy to let us have or borrow, please send to school with your 

child/ren or email Megan Pollard: mpollard@sttmore.catholic.edu.au 

 

The Easy Stuff! 

• Large cardboard boxes 

• Paper towel rolls (not toilet rolls!) 

• Small pots with or without plants – able to be easily held by a child 

• Old tourist brochures for countries around the world 

• 6  ‘a little bit fancy’ plastic drinking glasses. 

The Wish List! 

• 2 old microphones 

• Hawaiian leis  

• Pirate accessories: hats, swords, flags etc  

• 6 blow up paddle pools  

• Snorkels, goggles, masks, flippers. 

 

Thank you! 
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Watch this Space! 

Coming soon 
Qkr (pronounced ‘quicker’)  by  Mastercard,  the 

secure and easy way to order and pay for school 

items from your phone at a time and place that 

suites you. 

 

 

 

 

 

With  Qkr  you  can  pay  for  school carnivals,      

excursions as well as order and pay for canteen   

orders.  You can also pay your school fees and pay 

for OSHC services. 


