
Upcoming 

Events 

 
 

Tuesday 30 July 
Soccer Carnival  

Year 4-6 
 

Wednesday 31 July  
Whole School Mass 

10:15am 
Jubilee Hall 

5/6JB to lead 
 

Friday 2 August 
SAPSASA  

Winter Carnival 
 

Tuesday 6 August 
Principal Tour 

10:00am 
Whole School Dance 

Clinic 
 

Wednesday 7 August 
Catholic Schools 

X-Country Carnival 
 

Thursday 8 August 
The Ned Show 
9:30-10:15am 

Jubilee Hall 
 
 
 

St Thomas More School 

Newsletter 
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St Thomas More School recognises and acknowledges that we are living on traditional Aboriginal lands and 
we offer our respect and appreciation to all Aboriginal people.  
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OSHC - Vacation Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the July School Holidays the children here at St Thomas More School OSHC vacation 

care participated in many fantastic activities suggested by our children and  their families.  We had 

sports day, a fancy dress competition, a talent show, a wheels day, an outdoor camping day, arts 

and crafts days and Games2U visited with their mobile gaming theatre, just to name a few.  The 

children enjoyed their holidays and were kept busy all day. 

Wheels Day 

Sports Day 

Talent Show 

Camping Out 
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Craft Day 

Games Day 

Making a Mummy Winner! 
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June 2018 

November 2018 

October 2018 

September 2018 

October 2018 

November 2018 

Principal’s Report 

 
Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students and friends of St Thomas More, 

I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday. The students appear relaxed and excited to be back at school 
and it was great to hear some of their holiday stories. Holidays are always a great opportunity for everyone to 
recharge their batteries and Term 3 looks like being a very exciting and busy term! 

We welcome Sienna, Athena, Tori, Bailey, Carmen, Alden and their family.  We hope their association at St 
Thomas More will be rewarding and an enjoyable experience in our School Parish community. 

Over the holiday break trades people have been busy rendering and painting the Administration Building – both 
the interior and exterior. Due to the colder weather the roof will be painted during the September/October 
break. This has certainly changed the ‘roadside’ appearance of our school and we are in the planning stage of 
making further changes. These changes have started a conversation and we have had positive feedback from 
staff, students and parents.   

We farewell our Work Health and Safety Coordinator, Mrs Lisa Daniele. Lisa has won a full-time position at St 
Mary Magdalene’s School, Elizabeth Grove and concludes her time of wonderful service to the St Thomas More 
School community. Lisa has been a valued and important part of the school and someone who has always been 
friendly, caring and welcoming to staff, students, parents and visitors. On behalf of our school community I’d like 
to thank Lisa for her work and commitment to St Thomas More School and wish her every success and blessing 
as she embarks on this new chapter of her professional career. 

As one door closes, another door opens and we welcome Mr Michael Higgie to the St Thomas More School 
community as our Work Health and Safety Coordinator. Michael will be working each Monday for the remainder 
of the School Year. I am sure you will make Michael feel welcome. 

Ms Leah Williams has been appointed Chaplain at St Thomas More School for the 2019 School Year. Leah’s role 
as Chaplain is to provide Pastoral Care to the school community for support in times of crisis, grief, unexpected 
illness, hospitalisation and family separation or divorce and for other moments that arise in our lives that require 
a listening ear. Leah is at St Thomas More School as Chaplain each Thursday. Leah will also introduce a program 
called Friendly Schools which is designed to help staff, students and families work in partnership. We are blessed 
to have Leah and Sandy (School Counsellor) working together on the well-being of our School community.   
   
As mentioned last term, Mrs Sandy Ahern will be on Long Service Leave for the first week of Term 3, beginning 
Monday 22 July and returning 29 July and Mr Paul Clift will also be on Long Service Leave for the first 2 weeks of 
Term 3, beginning Monday 22 July and returning on Monday 5 August. We wish Sandy and Paul a safe and 
enjoyable break with family and friends and look forward to their return. 

 

When children begin school they develop learning habits. These learning habits continue to develop throughout 
each learning year and these habits can affect learning achievements. Two important habits and life skills are 
attendance and punctuality. Very few people can argue with the correlation between attendance and school 
achievement. There is empirical evidence at a state, national and international level to prove that this 
relationship is true but, closer to home, our own achievement data and student report information clearly 
demonstrate that, as a general rule, the more time students spend at school, the better they will do. 
  
We need to maximise every day to get full value – this means turning up to school every day and on time. When 
students arrive late and take time to settle, valuable learning time is lost. When students are absent from school 
they miss work (which they seldom makeup) and also miss important interactions with their peers.  

     Welcome to Term 3 

     Staffing News 

     Student Punctuality and Attendance 
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Principal’s Report 

 
 
It is now commonplace for children to stay away from school for reasons that would have been unheard of 20 
years ago. These include:  
 

Their own or a sibling’s birthday  

Stayed up too late watching TV  

Going shopping for clothes  

An extended long weekend  

Not wishing to participate in a sports day, special school event or excursion  
 
This sends a strong message to children that their parents neither value learning nor the school experiences. It is 
difficult to resist the persistent pressure that children can exert on parents, but parents need to be strong and send 
their children to school every day, on time and ready to make the most of school experiences.  
 
In conclusion, it is reassuring to know that parents increase their children’s chances of future success just by 

making sure they turn up to school every day. This important habit and regular school attendance also prepares 

young people for the workforce where it is expected that they turn up each day ready for work! Absentee 

notification – please ring front office by 9:00 am.  

 

  
 
SCHOOL PHOTO’S 
 
Thursday 22 August   
Please ensure your child is in CORRECT WINTER school uniform 
 
 
Monday 2 September  
Pupil Free Day 
 

 
 
2019 TERM 3 RECEPTION ENROLMENTS 
Places are available. If you have or if you know of anyone who has a child turning 5 before 31 October 2019, 
please complete and lodge an enrolment form at the Front Office. 

 
2020 RECEPTION ENROLMENTS  
Places are available. If you have or if you know of anyone who has a child turning 5 before 1 May  2020, please 
complete and lodge an enrolment form at the Front Office. 

 
2020 TERM 3 RECEPTION ENROLMENTS 
Places are available. If you have or if you know of anyone who has a child turning 5 before 31 October 2020, 
please complete and lodge an enrolment form at the Front Office. 
 
 
Working in Partnership, 

Chris Platten 
Principal 

   Diary Dates 
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Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
 
 

I hope you were all able to enjoy some quality time with your children. It was lovely to see all their happy faces, 
fresh and keen to start the new term this week. This term promises to be a busy one, with lots of events, such as 
our beginning of term Whole School Mass, run by 5/6JB next Wednesday, 31 July, at 10:15am in the Jubilee Hall 
(all welcome). We also have Soccer, Football, T-Ball and Cross Country Carnivals and the Catholic Schools Festival 
Choir later on in the term. 

 
 
 

When? On Thursday, 8 August, at 9:30am 
Where? Jubilee Hall 
Who? The whole school and parents are welcome too 
Why? The NED show has great messages for students about always doing your best and never giving up 
Afterwards: NED yoyos will be for sale at school for a limited time through the classroom courier bag ONLY 
 

Centacare hold various courses throughout the year. Please see below for an upcoming course focusing on keeping 
families safe. If you require further information, feel free to drop in and have a chat to me and I will help you to 
book in for this course.  

Deputy’s Report 

Welcome to Term 3 

The NED Show 

Centacare Parenting Courses 

Working in Partnership, 

Sonia Kilmister 

Acting Deputy Principal 



 APRIM Report 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 
Welcome to Term 3. I hope you all had a nice break and had an opportunity to do something just for yourself, at least 
for 5 minutes!! 

It has been lovely seeing your smiling faces and hearing the children’s holiday stories. The sharing of stories is an 
amazing way to establish and maintain relationships. Jesus did this and asks us to do the same. As a school 
community, we share the word of Jesus in a variety of ways. This includes our Liturgies and Masses, prayer, the 
support we provide within and outside our school community and the way we treat each other.  

In our Mercy tradition, we continue to focus on our values. With this is mind, we will be celebrating our;  

 

Whole School Mass 

Wednesday 31 July, 10:15am in the Jubilee Hall. 

 

We will come together to think about our service to the community and service to our God.   

We hope to see you there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May you always feel God’s love and presence in your life, 
 
Leah Williams 
Acting APRIM 
 
 
 
 

 
                                      

 

 

Gospel: Luke 17:7-10 (A servant’s duty) 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Suppose one of you has a 

servant who is ploughing or looking after the sheep. When 

he comes in from the field, do you tell him to hurry and 

eat his meal? Of course not! Instead, you say to him, ‘Get 

my supper ready, and put on your apron and wait on me 

while I eat and drink: after that you may have your meal.’ 

The servant does not deserve thanks for obeying orders, 

does he? It is the same with you; When you have done all 

you have been told to do, say, ‘We are ordinary servants; 

we have only done our duty.”  



 Elizabeth Community Connection 
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Foster Carers can be single, couples, people  

at home, working full-time, part-time or  

studying. Free training and ongoing  

professional support  

(including 24-hour assistance) is provided.  

Find out more at one of our upcoming  

information sessions: 

 

Tuesday 5th November 

Anglicare SA - Playford 

153 Playford Boulevard, Elizabeth 

(Elizabeth City Centre, Near the Clock Tower) 

6.30-8.30pm 

For more information or bookings call  

Linda on 8131 3456 or visit  
www.anglicaresa.com.au/foster-care 

 

Mercy Values -Service 

To correspond with our Mercy Values and 

supporting those in need, we have two large 

donation bins from St Vincent De Paul. Vinnies 

are asking for donations of clean items such as 

clothing, blankets and toys to provide to the 

community.  

The donation bins are situated in the library 

foyer so please feel free to deliver these items 

ready for collection. 

Thank you for your support.  


